
   

HPSS NEWS 2021 
A Newsletter for Huron Park Families         Volume 2 Issue 3 

Principal’s Message: 

Welcome to Semester 2 

Here we are, at the start of a new semester.  A semester that I 
hope will provide some stability and normalcy to what has been a 
very challenging couple of years as a result of the pandemic. 
 
Huron Park is fortunate to have some of the strongest , most 
resilient and most caring staff and students in Thames Valley. 
Welcome to staff new and/or returning to HPSS: 

Amanda Babiak—Art 
Alex Easton—Science 
Phoebe Steckley—English 

The purpose of this newsletter is to address what semester 2 will 
look like at Huron Park.  Please review this newsletter carefully as 
it offers important and useful information. 
 
VP Howe and I look forward to working with our staff, students, 
families, and community members. Thank you for all that you do 
and the wonderfully different ways in which you do it.  
— Go Huskies! 
Tiffany Birtch - Principal 
 
Semester 2 Start Up...HPSS Positive Pitstop 
Our student leadership team has created #HPSSpositivepitstop 
2.0 for all classes to take part in.   Be sure to check out HPSS Posi-
tive Pitstop ! 
 
Access to the School 
The designated entrances to the school will be unlocked at 7:45 
am for student entrance. Students and staff will enter at the 
south Berwick doors or main front door entry. To adhere to social 
distancing requirements, a student must exit the school from the 
door nearest to the location of their classroom. Students are 
asked to arrive on time as all entrances to the school will be 
locked by 8:20 am. Students who arrive late must come to the 
front doors and ring the doorbell for entry. 
 
Entrance Protocol 
Hand sanitizing and masks are required. Upon entering the 
school, students will go directly to their assigned classroom. For 
safety, students cannot congregate in hallways or non-
instructional spaces. Students must follow the directional flow 
markers and take the most direct route to their class. 
 
Hand Hygiene 
Hand sanitizer will be available in classrooms that do not have a 
sink. If a classroom has a sink, students will wash their hands up-
on entry. Hand sanitizer or handwashing will be used throughout 
class time as needed. 
 
Mask Etiquette 
All students must wear a face mask inside TVDSB schools to help 
reduce the spread of COVID-19. As such, all students 
(Kindergarten-Grade 12) will be required to wear a mask while 
indoors at school, including in hallways and during class. Masks 
are to be properly affixed before a student enters the building. 
Students will remove masks to eat lunch in their classroom while 
maintaining physical distancing protocols and using proper hand 
hygiene.  As mask wearing is a requirement, students are ex-
pected to bring their own masks to wear on student transporta-
tion and at school. Non-medical 3-ply masks will be available at 
school for students who require them.  
 
Physical Distancing 
Students are expected to physically distance from each other.  
Signage and floor markings have been installed throughout class-
rooms, hallways, and washrooms as reminders to physically dis-
tance at all times.   

Symptoms Exhibited While At School 
As part of our process to ensure the health and safety of students 
and staff, it is important to monitor signs and symptoms of stu-
dents and staff during the school day. As such, if a student exhibits 
COVID-19 symptoms while at school, they will be relocated to a 
supervised designated location in the school. Staff will immediate-
ly contact the parent or guardian to pick up their child at school. 
We request that parents and guardians establish a process for the 
retrieval of their child if they are notified during the school day. 
Students will not be able to use school transportation if they have 
been isolated with symptoms. 
 
Rapid Tests for Students and Staff 
Students will be receiving their 2 tests February 7, 2022. 
 
Field Trips 
Field trips are still paused unless walking ongoing. Ongoing walk-
ing trips may continue. Outdoor education centre field trips will be 
the first to come back. 
 
Co-curricular and Extra-curricular 
Beginning the week of February 7th, school staff may resume ex-
tracurricular activities including athletics, with a few exceptions 
based on public health guidance. Athletics will resume with a fo-
cus on skill development and a gradual return to competition.   
Western Ontario Secondary Schools Athletic Association 
(WOSSAA) and Ontario Federation of School Athletic Associations 
(OFSAA) championships have been cancelled for the winter sea-
son. 
 
What may start with public health measures:   
Students are required to  be masked during these activities and 
distancing should be maintained to the greatest extent possible. 
Limiting overall contacts by cohorting should occur whenever pos-
sible.  

 Low-contact sports (Volleyball, Badminton, Running, Curl-
ing, etc.) as intramurals or team practices. 

 Clubs (Environmental Club, Yearbook Committee, Photog-
raphy Club, etc.). 

 Student groups (GSA, Student Councils, etc.). 

 Other activities (Art, Drama, some intramural activities, 
Winter Olympic Games, etc.). 

The following extracurricular activities continue to be paused:  

 Choirs, Bands, High-contact sports (e.g., Basketball, Hockey, 
Wrestling, etc.)  

Note: Repertoire courses are for credit and are not considered 
extracurricular activities. 
 
Extra-curricular 
Extra-curricular opportunities are available to our students via in-
person/TEAMS/Google meet with the support of a staff advisor.  
All students must provide proof of double vaccination. 
 
School Procedures and Important Information—Daily Screening 
To ensure your child’s health and safety, students must complete 
daily COVID-19 screening before attending school using The Minis-
try of Education’s School and Child Care screening tool. The 
screening tool can be found on the Ministry’s website at https://
covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening  in both an online and print-
able (pdf) format. A printed copy can also be provided, if needed, 
by your child’s school. Secondary students and students 18+ can 
also complete the daily screening tool using their cell phone when 
they arrive at school by scanning a QR code which will be posted 
at all entrances. Please note your child’s school will be verifying 
this requirement and will communicate with students and families 
if the screening tool is not completed. 

https://sites.google.com/gotvdsb.ca/hpleadership/positive-pitstop
https://sites.google.com/gotvdsb.ca/hpleadership/positive-pitstop
https://sites.google.com/gotvdsb.ca/hpleadership/positive-pitstop
https://sites.google.com/gotvdsb.ca/hpleadership/positive-pitstop
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Lockers 

All students have been assigned a locker.  Locker access should 
only be occurring before school, during travel time, lunch time, 
and at end of day. 

School Materials 

Each day, students are to bring all supplies and materials they 
require for class. Please be reminded that the school is not re-
sponsible for lost or stolen items. Students are always asked to 
keep valuables with them or secured. 

Lunchtime 

The cafeteria will be cautiously reopening with lunch pickup and 
go service only. Students are encouraged to bring a packed 
lunch and stay in their classroom. Students may leave the build-
ing during lunch however, they will be unable to access the 
building until 5 minutes before the start of afternoon class. 
Proper hand hygiene must be practiced upon re-entry to class-
rooms. 

Student Spares 

Students in grade 12 who may have spare may go to the cafete-
ria or LLC during this time. Students on spare may leave the 
building during spare however, they will be unable to access the 
building until 5 minutes before the start of their next class. 
Proper hand hygiene must be practiced upon re-entry to class-
rooms. 

Visitors 

All visitors are directed to phone the school office (519-537-
2347) to make arrangements. We want to help, but we must 
follow health and safety guidelines. As only staff and students 
are permitted in the school, please do not just come to the 
school. 

Technology 

Student Device Return: HPSS will communicate the specific 

details of this device collection with students and families.  Col-

lection will begin February 22nd. Devices will be returned to the 

technology collection system. 

Daily Schedule 

Early Dismissal/Appointment (any time between 9:00 am and 

2:20 pm) 

Student who require early dismissals should be reported 

through web attendance or by calling the main office (519-537-

2347) prior to 8:15 am. 

Washrooms 

Two 5 minute travel times are incorporated into the instruction-

al blocks for students to access the washroom facility. Students 

are to be reminded to respect physical distancing measures and 

accommodate capacity designations at all times.   

Supporting Student Health & Well-Being 

TVDSB Professional Staff will continue to support and provide 

services to students through in-person, phone, or virtual means 

regardless of learning model or cohort assignment. 

Supporting Students with Prevalent Medical/Health Condi-

tions in Schools 

If a student has any significant health concerns or allergies that 

the school should be aware of, families are encouraged to com-

plete Individual Plans of Care. Staff will receive electronic copies 

of the plan at the discretion of the family. Please follow up with 

Nancy if you have any concerns. 

Student Fees 

There are no student fee at this time. Further information will 

be made available at a later date. 

Code of Behaviour 

A full outline of the Code of Behaviour may be found on the 

Huron Park website. This Code of Behaviour was developed by 

the students, parents, and staff of Huron Park Secondary School 

to promote high standards of learning in an atmosphere of re-

spect for self, others, school, and community. The intent is to 

emphasize positive behaviour and self-discipline, and to explain 

clearly the responsibilities, rights, and expectations of all mem-

bers of the HPSS community. All students are subject to the 

rules and consequences outlined in the code. The full dress 

code is outlined in the student planner – just remember: dress 

for success! School prepares us for the world of work – so, re-

gardless of which career you hope for – dress as you would for 

success.  

Walk a Block 

To ensure student safety and minimize traffic congestion during 

morning drop off and afternoon pickups, we encourage all of 

our families to promote students’ physical well-being through 

active and safe routes to the school by dropping their child off a 

safe distance away (a block or two). Please note that our front 

entry is closed to the public and is a fire access lane. 

School Photos 

All school photos are on hold at this time.  Once we have a 

better understanding of when they might be permitted to safely 

resume services, we will be arranging appropriate dates and 

notifying staff, students, and families. 

HPSS DAILY SCHEDULE  

Block A  8:15-9:35  

Block B  9:40 -10:55  

LUNCH  10:55-11:50  

Block C  11:50-1:05  

Block D  1:10 – 2:25   

 

HURON PARK SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Principal: Tiffany Birtch 

Vice Principal: Nancy Howe 

Trustee: Barb Yeoman & Graham Hart 

Superintendent: Sheila Powell 

900 Cromwell Street 

Woodstock, ON N4S 5B5 

519-537-2347  Pride, Respect, and Responsibility 
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HPSS Daily Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Attendance is taken at the start of each period.  Students are ex-

pected to be on time and prepared for each and every class. 

 

HPSS Spirit Wear—Spring 2022 

Huron Park Spirit Wear is now on sale. 

Details to follow. 

HPSS DAILY SCHEDULE  
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Block B  9:40 -10:55  

LUNCH  10:55-11:50  

Block C  11:50-1:05  
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